2j8                      THE  GOVERNMENT  OF VICHY
Since September 1940 delivery of goods by whole wagon-loads
is carried out even on Sundays (Le Journal, October 5, 1940), and
a communique requested merchants to accelerate the work of
loading and unloading wagons (Journal des Debats, September 24,
1940). An arrete published on July 9, 1941, authorized the
S.N.C.F. to refuse to carry goods by wagon-loads over distances
less than 25 kilometres when they could be carried by road.
Considerable results would appear to have followed from the
appeal. The S.N.C.F. seems to have succeeded in loading to-day
75 per cent, of the number of wagons loaded in 1939, and the
effective ton-mileage to have attained 90 per cent, of that in 1939
(Le Temps, March 27, 1941). A communique of July 13, 1941,
from the delegation of the French Government in the occupied
regions indicated that on account of the dearth of rolling stock
carriage of furniture was prohibited.
2. PASSENGERS
The number of passenger trains has had to be considerably
reduced through lack of coal, diesel oil, lubricants, and rolling
stock. The train mileage during the winter of 1940-41 attained
only one-quarter of that in the winter of 1938-39 (Statement of
the Secretary of State for Communications, January 24, 1941).
Fresh reductions in traffic were effected in February and June
1941.
Motor trains were suppressed as from March 10, 1941 (Le
Temps, March 7, 1941).
At Whitsuntide, 1941, it was impossible to duplicate trains, and-
admission to certain trains had to be made subject to previous
application for "admission vouchers" (Radio-Paris, May 29, 1941).
This measure has since been extended to a whole series of other
holidays (Radio-Paris, announcement of July 6, 1941).
At the very outset of the dictatorship measures had to be taken
to avoid excessive crowding of corridors (Le Journal, August 26,
1940), but they remained invalid. From the testimony of all
who have travelled in France recently the fact stands out that the
corridors are congested, not with a single row, but with two rows
of passengers standing: it is physically impossible to go along
them.
III. Road Transport
Road transport is almost at a standstill for want of fuel. Forty
to fifty thousand producer-gas lorries must, however, be in use
at the present moment.
(See above what we have said about the co-ordination of rail and